XXI Malines: The Fourth Conversation

The Fourth and most critical of the Conversations at Ma-
lines was preceded by a meeting of the Anglicans in Gore's
rooms in Margaret Street and by an exchange of papers with
the Romans. The first important document was Van Roey's
paper on the dogmatic claims of the Papacy, which was sent to
the Anglicans in April.1 Though a lucid and scholarly state-
ment, it presented the official Roman position in a rather rigid
form. There was a perceptible thickening in the gloom of Gore;
and Portal, though hoping for something better from the Abbe
Hemmer, even thought that the paper threatened the end of the
rapprochement. To the Warden of Keble was entrusted the task
not of replying to Van Roey but of commenting upon his argu-
ment and of indicating how far Anglicans could go in accepting
it. These two papers were to be followed by Hemmer*s memo-
randum on "The Relations of the Pope and the Bishops/ Sub-
sequently Gore was to take the field with a paper 'On Unity
with Diversity/ to which it was understood that Batiffol would
reply.

The five Anglicans arrived in Malines on the evening of May
18th and the Conversation began at ten o'clock on the follow-
ing day. Van Roey read his paper. The questions which the
Anglicans then put to Hm disclosed some obstinate differences,
die fact being that, with the exception of Halifax, none of them
was prepared to accept the Roman definition of tbzjus Mvinum
of the Papacy. In the afternoon the same procedure was fol-
lowed with Hemmer's paper on 'The Relations of the Pope and
the Bishops considered from the point of view of history.* It
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